8C23 



"atent cooperation treaty 

From ihe 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING 



PCT/KR2003/002440 



To: 

YOON, Jec Hong 

Hannuri Bldg., 2 1 9 Naeja-dong, Chongno-gu, Seoul 1 1 0«053, 
Republic ot.Kore 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSM 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMI 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 




Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) 28 FEBRUARY 2005 (28.02.2005) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
FE231367 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 

PCT/KR2003/002440 



Iniernaiional filing date (day/monihfyear) 
13 NOVEMBER 2003 (13.11.2003) 



Priority date (day/nionths/year) 
13 NOVEMBER 2002 (13.1 1.2002) 



Applicant 

NCsoft Corporation et al 



1. .The applicant is hereby notified that International Preliminary Examining Authority tiansmits here with the international 
preliminary" examination report and its annijxcs, if any, established on the international application. 

2. A ^opy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bvireati for communication to all tlie 
elected Offices. 

Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the report(but 
not of any annexes ) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

Tlie applicajit niu.st enter the national phase before each elected office by pcrfonning ceitain acts (filing translations and 
paying national fees) within 30 month(s) from the priority date (or later in some OtTices) (Article 39(1)) (see also the reminder 
sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the intemational application must be furnished to an elected Office, Uiat translation must contain a 
translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare 
and ftirnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details in the applicable time limits and ret]uii-ements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of tlie PCT Applicant's 
Guide. 
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International application No. 

PCT/KR2003/002440 


International filing 6Qit(dav/wotit!i/year} 
13 NOVEMBER 2003 (13.11.2003) 


Priority dale (day/mon/h/yearj 
1 3 NOVEMBER 2002 (13.11 .2002) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




IPC7 G06F 17/60 






Applicant 
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1. Tills international prcliininary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminaiy Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

. 2. this REPORT consists of a total of " 3 sheets, including this (bover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for tliis report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions imder the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of tlie report 
Priority 

Non-eslablisliment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the intemational application 
Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demamd 

10 JUNE 2004 (10.06.2004) 


Date of completion of this report 

25 FEBRUARY 2005 (25,02.2005) 
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Korean Intellectual Property Office 

j^TR^i? 920 Dunsan-dong, Seo-gu, Dacjeon 302-701 , 
Republic of Korea 

Facsimile No. S2-42-472-7 ] 40 


Authorized olTicer -^^-S*!^ J^^N^ 

CHOI, Bong N'look [ ff Hf^lXl j 
Telephone No. 82-42-481-5994 '^'^^^3'^ 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



mamma] 



Inteniamma] apHcation No. 
PCT/KR2003/002440 



Basis of the l epoit 



With regard to Ihe elemcnls of the inlcmalional applicalion:* 
f>r| the inteniational application as originally filed 
I I tlic description: 



□ 



pages 

pages 

pages 

the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed witli the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 



, as amended (together with any statment) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description : 

pages ^ 

pages - • . 

pages. ■ ■ 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with tlie demand 



, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all tlie elements jmarked above were available or ftimished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated imder this item. 

These elements were available or funnshcd lo this Autliority in the following language English __which is . 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the pui-poses of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
[X] tlie language of publication of the international apphcation(mider Rule 48.3(b)). 

I — i the language of the translation furnished for the puiposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 55.2 and/ 
' or 55.3). 

Willi regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of tlic sequence listing: 

I I contained inthe international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fonn. 
furnished subsequently to tliis Authority in computer readable form 

The statement tliat tlie subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in tlie 
international applicationas as filed has been furinshed. 

Tlie statement that tlie infomiation recorded in computer readable fonn is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fiimished. 



□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I tlie drawings, sheets • 



5. 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box(Rule 70.2(c))-** 

* Replacenwnr sheets which hove beenfunn'shoci to the receiving Office in response io an im itation under Article 1 4 are referred to 
in this opinion as ''originally filed." and are not annexed to this report since tliey do not contain awendmcnts(Rules70J6 
and 70.17). 

** /inv replacement sheet containing such amendments must he referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
cit;itions and explanations supporting such statement 



1 - Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims ^'^^ YES 

Claims _N0 

Inventive step (JS) Claims ^'^^ VES 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims ^'^^ ^YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
Reference is made to the following document: 

. D1 : KR 2002-00381 76 A (23 May 2002) 

the present .invention relates to a method and an apparatus for providing online games by 
connecting online game servers cphnprislng clients, gieheral game servers and a connection 
server through a network so that users of different game .servers can exchange through the 
connection server the user information provided by each game server, and that the users can play 
online games with other users by using their own user characters. 

Dl relates to a role-playing game, characterized by providing an Internet user with a character, 
which can be used on the Internet, based on the basic information of the Internet user, and 
raising the rank of the user and changing the character according to the mileage accumulated by 
the user. 

The present invention differs from the cited invention of Dl in that the Internet user of the present 
invention can play games with other Internet users who belong to different servers by using user 
characters, whereas the Internet users of Dl can do Internet activities, such as playing games, 
only in the same server by using characters. 

Therefore, the subject matter of claims 1-14 is considered to be novel, to involve an inventive 
step, and to be industrially applicable. 
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